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Hi everyone,
As you probably know - the clocks spring forward tonight – hope we all manage to
get to Church on time in the morning!! Spring is here – hooray! – and, as from
Monday we can meet up outside with family and friends – so long as we’re no more
than 6. What a joy it will be to see people and be able to chat for more than a
couple of minutes. What a blessing it’s been to be able to go to Church again – it’s
not quite the same with masks on and not singing but the message is as good as
ever and it’s lovely listening to the choirs sing through the speakers. Can’t believe
it’s Easter next week !
Richard’s thoughts……

Easter is a strong reminder of the great necessity of being ‘born again’. What I mean is
this: the gospel by which we are saved is, we are told, foolishness to the natural man.
Think of the claim of Christ to be the Son of God; then see him betrayed, taken by armed
men, put on trial, whipped, spat on, crucified. There seems no way his claim can be true
when we see his weakness and the way he was treated. Think of the claim that he was
raised from the dead; then remember no one saw him rise and there is no proof that the
world is ready to accept that such a thing is possible at all, for Jesus or for anyone. In
other words, the things we believe are nonsense to anyone not born of the Spirit of God,
to anyone whose eyes and hearts have not been opened by the Holy Spirit.
This, being born again, is a secret inner work of the Holy Spirit we are not conscious of,
just as we were not conscious of being born naturally. But we know we have been born
naturally because we see and hear and walk and live – so too with our new birth! We
know we are born again because ‘once we were blind but now we see’! And the things the
natural man does not and cannot receive are the very things that are the solid
foundation of our hope and source of our joy. A Happy and Blessed Easter to all!
Richard
EASTER SERVICES

Maundy Thursday - service of Holy Communion will begin at 7pm. We intend to observe Holy Communion
and have planned what we believe to be a covid-safe procedure.
Good Friday - there will be no Good Friday walk of witness this year. However, our Church will be open for
about one hour from 11am to noon for a time of quiet, readings, hymns, and prayers. The details of this
time of reflection have yet to be decided but we intend for it to be a time of meditation rather than a
regular ‘service’. All are invited to come when you can and leave when you must.
Easter Sunday - Our Easter morning service at 10.45am
News from the Deacons - Members’ meetings are still on hold for the time being, due to COVID 19, until we are
confident that it is safe to resume. If you have any matters of concern or anything you wish to discuss please contact
one of the deacons – their telephone numbers are given below.

Snippet from The Friendship Book
His face was gaunt, he walked with a stoop and he carried an old suitcase. He was too late for a Foodbank
parcel, but they managed to get some fresh veg and a few tins together for him. He put them into his suitcase
through a hole burst in the side of it.
I shook his hand and wished him all the best.
He looked me up and down.
“I hope things get better for you, too.”
I was confused. Then I realised. I was wearing old paint and plaster spattered clothes – ones I keep for doing messy
work in. I had been doing some tiling in the church.
Of course, he didn’t know what I’d been doing, or that I had other clothes at home. Likewise, I had no idea what had
brought him to this point in his life. Judge not!
“Thank you, my friend. I really appreciate that!”
And my day did get better.

A

Just a thought….
A boy I know is scared to walk past a particular garden in case the dog barks.
Gathering his courage, he told me, “I won’t be afraid of it when I am bigger. But that dog’s as big as it’s going to get.”
Though tender in years and innocence, he had stumbled on a great truth. Our fears are what they are. It’s up to us to
outgrow them.
And finally…
Lord, make my words soft and tender, for tomorrow I may have to eat them.

Church blooper: Low Self-esteem Support Group will meet Thursday. Please use the back door.
You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person.
I am not an organ donor, but I once gave an old piano to the Salvation Army.

I should like to take this opportunity of wishing you all a very happy and
blessed Easter time. As, thankfully, the numbers of people dying from covid
19 fall and shops, gyms, hotels, etc. open up again, may we just stop and
remember all those who died during the pandemic and take every
precaution we can to not see the like of this again. The days will now be
getting longer and, God willing, warmer – we have a lot to look forward to.
See you soon.
STAY SAFE EVERYONE! WASH YOUR HANDS - WEAR YOUR MASK - KEEP YOUR DISTANCE.
With Christian Love – Angie

The longer days, the sun’s warm rays,
No gardener can ignore,
And as light spreads, the flower-beds
Grow colourful once more.
It satisfies to cast one’s eyes
On such a pleasant scene,
Where spade and hoe and what you sow
Can turn your fingers green!
John Darley
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